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UM INSTITUTE PRESENTS 22ND WILDERNESS LECTURE SERIES 
MISSOULA--
A free, public lecture series that takes an unusual slant on wilderness is scheduled for 
spring semester at The University of Montana.
The 22nd annual Wilderness Lecture Series, “The Poetics of Wilderness,” has been 
organized by UM’s Wilderness Institute and will include poets, writers, native people and 
naturalists expressing in various ways their responses to wildness and wilderness. The film “A 
Place of Falling Waters” also is scheduled.
The series will begin Tuesday, Jan. 30, and continue weekly on Tuesday evenings 
through April 24 except for March 20, which falls during the University’s spring break. 
Lectures will be at 7 p.m. in the Gallagher Building, Room 122. Here is the complete 
schedule:
Jan. 30 -- Introduction to the series, by Roger Dunsmore.
Feb. 6 -- “Riding the Bear” by Florence Krall Shepard. The author of “Ecotone, 
Wayfaring on the Margins” will discuss the bear as a companion on our earthly journey and as 
the icon of wildness.
Feb. 13 — “The Wild and its New Enemies” by Jack Turner, climber, philosopher and 
author of “The Abstract W ild,” a book of radical environmental essays.
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Feb. 20 -- “The Place of the Falling Waters,” a film. Roy Big Crane and Thompson 
Smith will discuss the impact of Kerr Dam on the tribes of the Flathead Indian Reservation.
Feb. 27 -- “Salish Voices.” Frances Vanderberg, Louie Adams, Thompson Smith, Roy 
Big Crane and Vic Charlo will present native perspectives on the changes over the past 150 
years in western Montana and native concerns for the present and future.
March 6 -- “Encountering Community Forestry in Southeast Asia.” Jill Belsky will tell 
stories from 17 years of living and working with indigenous and migrant forest peoples in 
Borneo, Sumatra, Belize, Sulawesi and the Philippines.
March 13 -- “Thoreau’s Ax: Reflections on Ecological Incorrectness,” views on radical 
environmentalism by Will Baker. Baker wrote “Mountain Blood” and “Tony and the Cows: A 
True Story From the Range W ars.”
March 27 -  “Montana Big Open: Quest for the Forgotten Wild.” Robert Scott and 
Douglas Coffman will look at prospects of resurrecting the bison ecosystem across an 
extensive portion of the animals’ northern range.
April 3 -  “The Country of Longing” by Janisse Ray, sometimes called the Rachel 
Carson of the southern forests. Her book, “Ecology of a Cracker Childhood,” is a plea to 
protect and restore the forests of the Southeast and an exploration of topics such as mental 
illness, poverty and fundamentalist religion.
April 10 -- “The Post-Environmentalist Directions of Bioregionalism” by Peter Berg, 
founder and director of the Planet Drum Foundation of San Francisco.
April 17 -- “Wild Humanity: People and the Places That Make Them People” by 
Freeman House, commercial fisherman and founder of the bioregional approach to
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environmentalism. House wrote “Totem Salmon, Life Lesson From Another Species.”
April 24 -  “Coming to Grips With American Identity: Land, Culture, Community.” 
Simon Ortiz, a native poet from Acoma Pueblo, will examine American identity in light of the 
history of conquest, interspersing his talk with readings from “Woven Stone.”
This lecture series is available as a one-credit course, listed as RECM/EVST 371. 
Students may sign up through the standard registration process.
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